IndustriAll Europe Eastern Region Calls to Act

Statement of the industriAll Europe Eastern Region on Saving Industry and Protecting Quality Jobs in
the European Union

Members of the industriAll Europe Eastern Region met on 19 November 2025 in Poznan, Poland. The
main topic of the meeting was the urgent need to preserve industry in our region and across the
European Union and to protect the quality jobs on which the future of millions of European families
depends.

European industry is under pressure — we must act immediately

The security of industrial jobs is seriously threatened. Extremely high energy prices are jeopardising
continued production, especially in energy-intensive sectors. Companies are increasingly moving
production outside Europe, and there is a real danger that our continent will become a poor region
without prospects. We must prevent this at all costs.

European industry faces a combination of crises: geopolitical tension, political uncertainty in the United
States, strong competition from China and other countries, and difficulties with critical raw materials.
According to an analysis by Syndex, almost all sectors in the EU — except defence and aerospace — are
in serious danger.

The current form of the EU’s green policy is slowing economic development. The introduction of
additional ETS 2 allowances will further undermine the competitiveness of European producers. It is
therefore essential to reassess the EU’s green industrial policy and place it within a realistic,
technologically feasible and socially fair framework.

A Social Europe: Minimum wage and collective bargaining must advance

The judgment of the European Court of Justice of 11 November 2025 confirmed — with a few exceptions
—the validity of the Directive on Adequate Minimum Wages. This is a clear signal that we must increase
pressure on governments and employers to significantly expand coverage by quality collective
agreements.

An inspiration comes from the Australian Prime Minister’s speech at the recent IndustriALL Global
Union Congress: justice, dignity and fair wages for workers are not a burden on the economy — they
strengthen it. Sadly, many European politicians do not share this view.

Steel on the brink of survival — regional unions warn of collapse
Representatives of steel industry unions from the Czech Republic, Poland and Slovakia agreed that the

European steel sector is in a critical condition, and it is uncertain whether steel production at the
necessary level can be maintained. Without immediate and bold action, Europe risks mass closures of



steel plants, the loss of thousands of jobs, and the collapse of regions dependent on industrial
production. Unions therefore called on the European Union and Member States to act without delay.

The same can be said for the automotive, chemical, glass and textile industries. All of these sectors
need an immediate, proactive EU industrial policy aimed at preserving industry and good industrial
jobs in Europe.
Our demands: workable decarbonisation, affordable energy and ETS reform
Unions emphasise that:

- decarbonisation must be realistic, technologically supported and socially just,

- the EU ETS system must be reformed, especially for energy-intensive industries,

- the CBAM mechanism must be correctly implemented,

- immediate intervention in the energy market is needed to reduce excessive energy costs that

undermine competitiveness.

Without these steps, the European economy will face an unsustainable situation.

A common goal: protecting industry and secure jobs

Our common goal is to save industry in our region and across the European Union and to protect quality
jobs that guarantee a dignified life for workers and their families.

This is about the future of Europe — whether we remain a prosperous continent or become a continent
in decline.

Next steps

Representatives of the industriAll Europe Eastern Region agreed to address this call to:
- national governments,
- employers’ organisations,

- Members of the European Parliament.

IndustriAll Europe will use this call to action in its negotiations with the European Commission and
will push for concrete measures to support industry and working people.

Eastern Region Member Organisations
In Poznan, 19. 11. 2025



