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The Initiative for coal regions In transition in
the Western Balkans and Ukraine
 Launched in December 2020

« Delivers support to coal regions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo*, Montenegro, North
Macedonia, Serbia, and Ukraine.

Objectives
« Create an open platform for stakeholders to communicate, exchange and cooperate

Building ties between EU coal regions and their counterparts in the WB and UA through region-
to-region exchanges

Building capacity through the Coal Regions Learning Academy

Technical assistance to pilot regions to develop transition roadmaps

Helping coal regions accessing financing for transition projects and programmes

More: https://ec.europa.eu/coal-regions-western-balkans-ukraine

*The designation of Kosovo is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR
1244 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.



https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/coal-regions-in-the-western-balkans-and-ukraine/coal-region-exchange-programme_en
https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/coal-regions-in-the-western-balkans-and-ukraine/coal-regions-learning-academy_en
https://ec.europa.eu/coal-regions-western-balkans-ukraine

he Initiative for coal regions In transition in
the Western Balkans and Ukraine

Led and managed by the European Commission and 6 collaborating international partners:

« World Bank

Energy Community Secretariat

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD)
European Investment Bank (EIB)

Poland’s National Fund for Environment Protection and Water Management (NFOSIGW)
College of Europe in Natolin
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The Secretariat of the initiative

Launched in February 2021

Main contact point for regions and other relevant stakeholders via webpages
Dedicated e-mailbox secretariatWBUA@coalregions.eu

Consortium of different organisations
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https://ec.europa.eu/energy/topics/oil-gas-and-coal/coal-regions-in-the-western-balkans-and-ukraine_en
mailto:secretariatWBUA@coalregions.eu

Objectives of the secretariat

 Enable multi-stakeholder dialogue on policy
framework, practices and financing for successful
energy transition

 Promote political dialogue, visibility and
momentum around the transition agenda

« Facilitate the development of strategies and
projects in coal regions through peer learning,
knowledge sharing and exchange of best practices

« Act as a focal point for coal regions in the
Western Balkans and Ukraine

Energy4Europe B § @Energy4Europe - Jan 3

W Local news, resources and opportunities related to #JustTransition in the
#WesternBalkans and #Ukraine are handpicked and presented in the new
#CoalRegionsWBUA newsletter.

Remember to subscribe! europa.eu/!97RGRN
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Stakeholder engagement

« Building a comprehensive database of stakeholders:

State, regional and local authorities

Coal and coal-related private sector institutions
Civil society organisations, including focus on youth
Trade unions/Social partners

Academic institutions, and more.

 Engage in the dialogue via communications activities:
webpages, social media, press releases, videos, regular
newsletters and webinars

* Local thematic and communication experts to reach all
stakeholders
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Newsletter

Initiative for coal regions in transition
in the Western Balkans and Ukraine

Spotlight

COP26 pa Voices from the regions
subsidies

Banovidi and Lukavac: seizing_a chance for development / An article by Nikola
' Bacdic, a participant of the Energy journalism programme held by the Energy
Parliament | Community Summer School and FES SOE (in English)

Tl

Frans Timnu

BBC.com: Srbija, ugalj_i Zivotna sredina: Da li Srbija moZe da smanji koridéenje ugljia

cost i zasto je to vaino / Serbia, coal and the environment: Can Serbia reduce coal use
tran and why it matters (in Serbian)
in h

Dnevnik.ba: Prekinut Strajk rudara, uglien ce biti skuplji 20 posto / Miners' strike
ended, coal will be 20 percent more expensive (in Bosnian)

Ecoportal.me: Ministarstvo kapitalnih investicija: Sta zaista donosi ekoloéka
rekonstrukcija TE Plievlja / Ministry of Capital Investments: What does the
ecological reconstruction of TPP Plievlja really bring? (in Montenegrin)

Evropaelire.org: Kosova® "e pérkushtuar pér investime né burime té ripértérishme
& energjisé’ / Kosovo "committed to investing in renewable energy” (in Albanian)

Exoajn: 1% BroaxeTy Ha eHeproedekTMEHI 2axoam: NapnamMeHT yxeanue 3aKoH
“Mpo edeproedexTredics” / 1% of the budget for energy efficiency measures:
Parliament passed the Law "On Energy Efficiency” (in Ukrainian)

Dokyc: JarneHoT Bo KMUeBCKMOT pervoH e NoTpoleH, noTpefHa e NpaeeaHa
Tpanzmuvia / The coal deposits in the Kichevo region have been exhausted, we
need a just transition (in Macedonian)




Promote the dialogue via events

« Annual Initiative meetings, one per year

e Up to 6 country meetings in 2022-2023

 |nterpretation into local languages

« Support to the Coal Regions Learning Academy activities

Iniciiat: g I Annual meeting 2021
nlcuatlva 28 FegiofEaYis » Presentations and recordings here

u tranZICI_-II na Za_'?a_crnom (https://ec.europa.eu/coal-regions-western-balkans-ukraine
Balkanu i u Ukrajini > Get involved)

y

/«‘ﬁs

» 34 speakers, 10 sessions

Godi$nji sastanak

* 400 registrations

« Average of 230 participants attending on both
days



https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/annual-meeting-initiative-coal-regions-transition-western-balkans-and-ukraine-2021-jun-23_en
https://ec.europa.eu/coal-regions-western-balkans-ukraine
https://t.co/wFbeZ5NARq?amp=1

Coal Regions
Exchange Programme

» Objective: foster the exchange of knowledge,
experience and good practices between coal
regions in the Western Balkans and Ukraine
and EU coal regions

» Delegations: public authorities, development
agencies, energy companies, industry, trade
unions, academia, and civil society
representatives

« 32 applications were received

« 14 applicants will participate in 6 exchanges,
which have been confirmed by now. They are
starting to prepare their cooperation

 Participants from: BA, Kosovo, ME, MK, RS

« EU counterparts: coal regions
in BG, CZ, EL, PL, RO, SI

Inicijativa za regije uglja u tranziciji na
Zapadnom Balkanu i u Ukrajini

Program
razmjene
izmedu

regija uglja

More details will be available:

https: https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/oil-gas-and-
coal/coal-regions-western-balkans-and-ukraine/coal-
regions-exchange-programme_en

Or: www.europa.eu > Energy > Topics > Oil, gas and
coal > Coal regions in the Western Balkans and
Ukraine > Coal regions exchange programme




Get Involved In the initiative

Visit Subscribe

https://ec.europa.eu/coal-reqgions-
western-balkans-ukraine

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/ener/use
r-subscriptions/2330/create

18/08/2021

Multilateral Development Banks’ support for a just

| oo transition
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Coal regions in the Western Balkans and Ukraine

On 29 October 2021, several Multilateral Development Banks (MDBs) released a
Joint statement outlining their commitment to five High-Lewvel Principles for a just
transition. The principles aim to help guide MDB support for a just transition, and

BRI coal reglons in transition to ensure consistency, credibility, and transparency in their efforts,
in the Western Balkans and Ukraine

Newsletter

Initiative for coal regions in Newsletters and news Coal Regions Learning Academy
transition in the Western Balkans Spotligh m
and Ukraine
News related to the coal regions in the Westem  Capacity building for designing and implementing Coal regions exchange programm
Building bridges for a just transition by helping Balkans and Ukraine clean energy transition strategies CoalTEgion i ihe Wediers
coal regions to move towards a carbon-neutral Balkans, Ukraine and the EU are . .
economy invited to join an exchange 2022 Erasmus+ is open to NEAR countries

programme to accelerate just local
energy transitions. The programme

. . i5 aniopportuniy for regions to North Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey will be fully associated with the 2022
Get involved Coal regions exchange start direct, one-to-one dialogues, i i - :
connect with different stakeholders, Erasmus+ programme, while other NEAR countries can participate in parts of the
programme learn from each other, and transfer that to int ti | ti th h a dedicated
Kaowicdas o eving iy o progra.mme at are open to internationa cogpera |9n rough a dedicates
Events, support and benefits for implementinga  Allowing regions in the Westem Balkans, §Z:'ge[,’,f§:,"2§2ff,' s aIchatmn from the Instrument for Pre—acce;smn Asmstancg (IPA) or the
just energy transition in coal regions. Ukraine and the EU to share knowledge on coal MNeighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI).
phase out and clean energy transition. e

Coal regions participated in EU's side event at COP26

Al | Stakeh O I d erS a.re Wel C O m e tO J 0 I n ! Watch the recording of the session "Voices from the regions: sharing first-hand

experiences of coal phase-out in Europe and beyond”, where Rinara Gojani spoke
about challenges of regional transitions in the Western Balkans, and how they
could be addressed.



https://ec.europa.eu/coal-regions-western-balkans-ukraine
https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/ener/user-subscriptions/2330/create

Thank youl!

Contact us: secretariatWBUA@ coalregions.eu

Learn more: https://europa.eu/!Kg68GN

Twitter: @Enerqgy4Europe #CoalRegionsWBUA

DG Energy’s YouTube channel
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https://europa.eu/!Kg68GN
https://twitter.com/Energy4Europe
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC54-wrXsb11XOdqWcSi2_XQ/videos
mailto:secretariatWBUA@coalregions.eu

